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jl3ST-US -.What Is It? . " ' 

JUSTHJS is a newspaper primariiy written and for stut^ents who are studying 
the justice system in the United States. . It is one ocitponent of a oourse of — 
sttcfy on the leg&l systems Uie paper contains up-to-date feature' articles on . 
the justice system, question and answer qolunms written by ej^jerts is the field, ' 
paizzles and classroom activities which you will find /useful as a si^pleinent to 
your classrocm text (s); . i^roodmately ei^t issues will be^ piiDlished during the 
school year and distributed to law-related educaticn claisses in thirteen states^ — 
^ California, Conr^icticut, Illinois, Louisiana, Maryland; Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, New ^ork. North Carolina, Pemsylvania, Virginia, and Wisconsin. . 

VrUST-US is ,aiso ^ form ^ch pfovides students the oKX>rtunity to share their 
kncjwiedge arid learning experiences ooncemihg the justice system with other young 
people across the nation. 

Rationale ■ . , • * 

Essa^r questions, written reports and -other writing assignnients are not foreign 
to most students and teachers . They^ are an accepted means by v>Mch to t^tennine 
. a student's knowledge of the stibject matter. However, often the, grade on the ^ 
paper. does not reflect a student's actual knowledge but rather his/her memori- 
zation skills or ability to write what the teacher wants to read. As a result, 
many students dD not develop their full potential as" writers, cxRinunicatDrs , 
and original thinkers. WrJibing, for these students, is often viewed as a painful' 
struggle. ' ^ . , ^ * 

Social stipes and law-related education provide an interesting frarewDri^ in viiich 
to encourage students to develop and enhance their writing skills. Ihis manual 
. contains alternative writing assignments and activities designed to make writing 
fun- and a worthwhile challenge. ^ 

■ A siting Project 

The purpose of this manioal is twofold: 1) to provide teachers with writing assign 
nents related the justice system which n^y be used as an integral part of a 
course of study and 2) to generate newspaper materials for''''auST-US . 

The writing assigrmehts and activities Contained within this, manual iare to be . 
used in ther-mjsnner most appropriate for you and your, students. Listed beltew 
are some possiijilities: 

- certain assignments within the manual lend themselves to special projects 
either by £m individual or by gzoi:^ of students* 

- 1 - ,c: ■■ 



^^aterials viiich stem from the writhing assigxitents may inspire your sti:^^nts - 

m 

to develc^ their C3wn newspaper for distribution in their sci>ool or district. 

Infomatijan ^gainal thrcki^ researching and .writing nay stimulate students 
to ''peer teacih" vjhat the/ have learned. Peer teaching *is a method of in- ' 
struction v^hen^y students defvelop their €wn lesson plans and teach a class 
of ti^ir peers or younger stutfents . ' 

Stu[^ts may siixnit their feature stories, puzzles^ editorials, etc. to the 
.local cit^. newspaper. ^ 

Articles and other materials having national ^peal may be s\imtted to 



TEACHING STRATEGIES 



We hope you will inccarporate writing assignnents, in general, and writhing for 

JUST-US, in particular, into your course of stxs&/ in the manner you feel is inbst 
• . • ■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ , 

ef fec±ive. We believe this pEojecft gives you a chanoe to: 

1) Have stut^ts write pirimarily for an audience of their peers and not solely 
for the teacher. This will enable the stud^t writer's focus to shift frtsn. 
writirjg for the teacher awi* "snaking the grade" to creating original' materials 
that are relevant to other young people. 

Siaggested strategies 

a) Reading assignments aloud. 

b) Circulating assignments in small groi^js with attached ccpmSi^t sheets to allcw 
stiifents to read other students' work and provide them with critical respor^es. 

(Students' papers can be oo^ed with a ntitfoerir^ or lettering system .so that criti- 
cal responses ms^ be inpartial.) , - •. . 

When \3sixiq a peer audience it is iii|5ortant that you set a tone respect for 
writers and tiieir writing. Help students realize th^t the raOre effectively a 
person uses language the more able h^/she is to ccranunicate. ' Disooura^ negative 
criticism training students to offer ireful and osistructive responses to 
their fellow writers, i^pipnses and criticism should be as specific as possible. , 
\. For exarrple, rather than "I liked it," "I like it because tiie examples yc« gave ^ 
really showed ne Ixaw the victims felt" is much more constructive. You may find 
it neoessary^^ provide your students with spesjific questions to use in discussing 
. the writii^. For exanple, "What point is the writer trying to make?" or "How 
does the author try to convince you that he is right?" or "VJiat sentences are un- 
clear to you?" 

In order to make the peer audience e>«perience as valid as possible it is inportant 
that stu£^ts realize that teacher (cqntentfiL^carry no more weight than students ' • 
cements . One way to facilitate this is for the teacher to refrain from making 
evaluative ccmrents during class discussion, remaining in the role of moderator. • 
Also consider writing, the assignments yourself, allcwing tte students to read and 
respond to your writing just as they do their own. In any case, it is crucial that 
the stident audience respc^ises be viewed by the writer as impbrtant and meaningful, 

2) Eliminate all letter grades on writing assigrments and use the Pass/^ail system. 
Concentrate on the creative and informational aspect of the story. "Don't over- 
look granmatical errors but avoid going overboard with a red narking pen I . ' 



3) Stimulate student in;terest in writing news articles, fiction stories and other 

/ \ . • ' » ■. . • 

■ neteriais by having ttei read student v?ritt^ articles in a current issi^ of 

JUST-CS. Surest that th^ too research an issue or issues \rfiich interest than 

and write a story which may be sifamitted to k local paper or to JUST-4JS. 

■ i - ' ■ ■ - ■ ■ • 

• ■ % 

4} Have students ke^ ioiividual notebooks throu^aout the year on "JUST-OS Is 
Youl" which would contain duplicated "Student Guidelines'* {pages found in 
this manual) cotpleted assignments, nojspaper clippings that have special meai- 
ing, future stoiy ideas, names and nirfaers of resource people who visited the 
class, etc. A not^xxik similar to a news writer's clij^sir^ file may develop. 



/ * 
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FEATURE AHFICLSS ON CKEMINaL AND CIVIL JUSTICE ' 



A fe^tuis story is interpretive., Ihe reporter interprets the facts for the 
reader by analyzing tiieir effects and inpact on mary related aspects of life. ^ 
Ihe slant qf a feature a2±icle varies with the writer's interpretaticxi of the 
event or issue. For exaitple^ a story on the unauthorized initdgration of a 
Utexican family to the United States could either be synpathetic, condescending 
or antagonistic depending- upon the writer's viewpoint and ^the message he/she 
msh6s ,to coiinunicate. 

* * • 

Assignment : . 

Have, your stiidents read a local newsj^feper fcr one or two weeks and pay close 
attention to local or national issues relating to criminal 4^°^ civil justice. 
Ask then to save all articles/ cartote, editorials, etc. relating to an event 
' or issue whidi interests them. ' Ihen assign thou the task of.writing_ their cwn 
interpretation or at least a dif f er.ing interpretation f ran the ones they have 
read. Your nore industrioias and notivated. stva3ents may want to do additional 
research and conduct an interview (s) to help them answer "unanswered" questions 
or fill in information they feel is lacking. • 



1- ■ ■ V 
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Fic±ion features are an entertaining means by vtiidi to a^ranunicate news, and 
public opinions. Encourage your students to write short stories and ficticmal 
anecdotes. It is aSSvisable that the student writer's attai^ at^fiction *' 
writing not be -graded and that peer audience re^X)nse and teaser ocianents be 

used inste a d.. Ihis approadi t^^'tvaluation will be less likely ■b^ discourage. ,» 

^ ■ «. \ ■. , 

a stu^nt, ■* • » \ ■ . 

- . . V . . ■ ■ ■ , _ ■ \ 

Assigments ; i \ 

1. Give students two characters and assign ti^ the task of writirwr a dia~ 
logve between the two that sounds as if real people are talking (Saiple 
pairs: A teenager and a polioonan, a lawyer and a client, a parent and ' 
his diiid has just been arrested, an angiy consuaer and .the manager 
of a store.) Have pairs of, students tape record the scripts and let the 
cl^s listen and critique them, 

2. Give students a- situation involving a legal issue or accident. Sketch 
the characters briefly.- Have students select caie o/.the characters and 
tell a story fron that character's point of view. 

ExaiYple 

The situation : Jim tells his itotiier he belie\nss Uike is thinking about 
. >. joining a gang. Louise knows that LiJce's best friend is a norber of the 
gang that be responsible for niost of the vandalism at sciviol. 

■ ■% * 

jijTi: 19 years old; high school graduate; works in a factory; lives at 
hone and is savirg itoney to get an ^>artnient of his own. 

Luke !>4 Jim's broti^r; 13 years old; small for his age; has trouble in school 
because he can't read. ^ ' ' 

Louise: their irother; a vTidow; vsoi^ for the phcaie coRpany. 



3. Select a newspaper article which involves a law-related case. Give stu- 
dents the article and have them write short/ stories based on it. Es^lain' 

.that many writers use factaaal incidents for story ideas. Bnooura^ stu- 
dents, to think about ecptions induced by law-related incidents — fear-, anger, 
hatred, etc. Share the stories in class. 

BasiBiible follow-i^ i 'invite sGtneoj^ to class, who was involved in the situ- 

,ation described in the newspaper' story. Let the class ask questions and 

.... • . ' ■ . • 

discuss* the. incident with the resource person, and perh£^ share their 
stories with him or her. 

4. Suggest that students^ visit locations such as oourtrocm, prtibaticai officer's 
office, lail,J.awyer's office, etc. to c4>serve the. physical details.' They 
may take jnot^ and perha^ sketch. {Photographs not be allowed. Check' 
first.) liysh Save thero wrjlte a story \4iich begins with a description of 
the physical setting. . , \ ' 

5. Ihe following are final lines to stories . VJrite the stories' that lead up' 
to the endings . • ' 

(a) He locked at the"juc%e's faoe fcr seine sign of emotion, but he 
saw nothing. ' . " 

(b> She peturr^ to her office to finish reviewing the i^drews case, 

and. there was a hideous tangerine convertible piarked in her space. 

^c) As the officers st^jped into the hall, it was all I oould do to 

keep f ran shouting, "You JDlind fools!" 
(d) If an^ne cared to look, a beautifully tended garden was visible 

frcm the small window of the cell. 

6. Have your stu:fents write a futuristic perception of the ie^al systan. • 



■/ 
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A news stoi^ strictly intormative'. It states the faqts sux^tap^g the ■ 
incident(s)— the individuals involved and A^y, Oiere^ i^ and.vtien it occurred. 

'flie slant of' the news story is .factual. It usually staies the ^lost iraportant ♦ 

' ■ . ■ ' ' • \ '■ ' ^ 

fact first. • - • ' . ' • v 

Assigrment : ' ^ , ^ ' ^ • • 

^ Sta^ an argiii^t or a scene of violence' between yourself and anotb$r_schod 
staff moitser in front of tl^ class. Ihe students should hot be aware that it' & 
■ an apt . After the altercation is . finished; and you are alone with the class ask 

each stui^t to write a detailed account of v*iat hapfjened. Ihe writing will ^ 

' ■ ■ ' - • • • • ■ ■ ' 

vary greatly* and a discasssion of the variations' caa reveal a great deal about , 

point of viesrtf and accuracy of eyewitness accx>unt^.; . ' ■ - 



\ * EDITORIALS ' . • • . 

BiitoriMs ^ sj^^j^&tive . Itey differ from tim news and feature stories in 
that they piirpo^fally reflect pers<sial c^sinion. The bias in tlie editc?rial 
section* of the paper need not be siistle. Ihis section giv^ editors, na^sp^er 
writdis and other citizens in the caanunity the chance to es^sress -dheirj opinions 
Ihis- ragiy be done-thro^^' letters to ^ editor^ iiimorq^ anecdotes, spetkal 
feataite stories, politdckl /iiartxcns', etc. ' ■ ' * ' #, 

The editorial secticai of the newspg^jer is als) a forun for canpaiigning viiereby 
.bohcejrned citizens can urge others to vote for a candic3ate or su^^^rt a cause. 

Student opinions ejqsressed in'writir^ inay be A^ery effecti^ in situatic|ns 'v*iere. 
students feel unconfortable discussing certain issiKs . Such issues mi#it be 
racial eqi^ality, child abuse, sviicide i^idents inxfolving peer pressure, the 
Equal Ri^ts Anendnent, etc. In tense or uncanfort^le situations stud^jts tan 
write their opinions and have them read anonymously to the class . * Evfen if 
discussion does not result, 'the stodents will have had the chance to coniminicatfi 
their opinions to one another. Ybu-.may wish to- ©eater the. -discussion cn the 
effectiveress of the writing rather than m the sensitive issue. 

- Assignments ; \ . ^ j - ^ . 

1. Ask stii^ents to answer specific, open-entted questions— qiaest ions that have 
niany -answers—and si:5:port /Qteir anavers with specific reasons that are 

.'clearly -thou^t out.' Have 'sti:Kaents ^read and respond to sane or all of the 

' . V , - ■ •, . - - 

writings, . ^ 

- • / 

\ . • , -iir - 

Sanple cpen-en^d questions ; • - *, 

Should television be censored? If so, by whon^? - j * 

j. ■ ' ■ ' - ■ • ■ . 

" Should -students be involved in -decisions about oourses offered in hi^ 

school? ' ^ 

. Shoiild a hi^ school na^rspaper be permitted to print an advertiseinent for 



i, 
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an ' X-rated itovie? ' 



4 



2. 



Should a landlord have the ri^t to refuse to rent aii .s5>artinent to a family 

■ ' ■ ■ * . 

' with diildi^en? . ' . / , * ' ' 

Using open-ended questions of cpinion, assign 'half the class the task pf * " 
writing posers !in which they sij^^gprt caie side pf an issue. . Give their . . 
"finished papeis to^the otii^. half of the class, Iha students in l^e second 
" ^ half will argue against, the opinicn written on t^ie piapef they receive. 

Di;5)licat;e' seleqted pai?s of p^3ers"^r the class to read and discuss csr 

■ '■ ' ' ^ 

have pairs of stuaents read their papers iloud, 

3. " kave your stuSents write a letter to the editor of tiie school or loc2al ^per 

' ^ . ■ ■ ■ ' -■■ 

on ah issue which has been discussed in el^ss. -■ 

Sanple Issues : ' •■ ' , .' ■ 

Local orxiLna|K:e l«nning outdoor rock opncerts ' - 
Local P6I49S crackdown on'ifnassage parlors n 
SchoDl policy on c^5en can^jus^ -■■ ^ 

Student inwlvansit in teacher evaluation process ' ' 

, • 18*year olds and the, rights to drink, vote and the draft ; 

4. Assign students the task of reading the- editorials^ in the school or local 
newsp^jer. them 'to select'^an editorial' with \diich they disagree and 

- ■ " • ; •■■ . ■ ■ ^ 

to write a rebuttal~an editoria;! ej^pressihg their opposing view. 
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■Ihe purpose of an interview is to get facts and qixstations for a story. 
Interviews can take the form of a "toan on ti^ street" interview or a 'gso- 
fessional opinion. ' ^ ' 

If the person to iM i^ is a professional, the stiif3ent an^^r teadier 

will have to make acne phc«e calls. T5ie ghone calls slixald e)^>lain v>iiere th^ 
caller is fron aiti the nature of the project. .Either ask for a classrocm 
vi^it or an interview ^jpointment: If the interview is to be with friends, 
stii3ents, or sinply a "man on the street" interview, naturally not as n»ch 
advance notice is necessary . 

Have the ijitervifiwers prepare the main questicsis before the interviews. It is 
helpful to know spoething about the person, event or issue to be investigated • 
before doing the aibtual questioning, Ihis will help keep the tone of the inters 
view oonveysational;,-and allow the interviewee to feel relaxed. Each question 
sk>iald b^Scarefuliy revised until it is clear and precise. For exainple, "Viiat 
is your opinion of plea bargaining?" is a pfetty Vague question that elicit 
several different" anss^ers, "Under what drcuaastanoes Will you plea bargain a 
case for a client?" i,t:nore ^jecific and clear. Hie* day of 'the interview, the .^ 
interviewers shc»iid have pr^sared questions in front of them. This saves time . 
and allows them to keep track of v^tter all their qfetions are being answered. 
Students should be encotiraged to ask spcmtaneous questions if the person raises 
unanticipated points or . doesn't answer a question clearly. Caution students to 
listen carefully so they wcai't ask questions the person has already answered. 

General REitu«3ers to th e Sti^ents . ' .. 

1. Arrive on tine for interview appointments and dress apprcpriately * 

2. If the interviewee visits the class, start prarptly. , 

3. Be polite ard avoid argisnent which may block comiunication . 

4. Do not be so preoccupied witi^ taking notes and asking questions that you • 



forget, to observe ti^ interviewee. Subtly baiy language, -.eye odntact, and 
tone of voice can tell you a great deal about the person anS it&ke the story" 
. more oplorful an«| interesting. 

5. Ask peimission if planning to use a tape rea^rder oj: caiaera. - - 

6. Etollcw v¥> the interview witii a thank-you letter. - • * 

Intl=^T^^ewiI^ by Mail , • f 

Tlie stu(3ent3 wish to int^^ai? sorqeone v*io is not located in the area. In 
this case th€y will need to write a letter .asking for informtion.^ "fliese let- 
ters should not be vaa5bsga:ieral requests for, "All the inforraation jrou have 
on prisdns. . but rather tkey ^Tould- be carefully planned questions on a spe- 
cific subject. It would not be wise for students in the Sams class to write 
to the sane person as this would decrease the chance of receiving an answer. 
Students- should save oopies of their letters so that vihen the answers aora6 Sack 
the pair of letters can be studied to see if the questions were answered as. ^ 
expected. This wc«iLd be a good c^jportunity to discuss the effectiver^ss of 
two-way written ooninunication as c^aposed to verbal. 

Assigim^t ; . ^ 

Your stunts may like to write to a prison administrator, state legislators, 
prcbaticn officers, prison innates, judges, law enforoeingnt officials, local 
elected officials, etc. Ah article could paitain a sunnary of the letter (s) 
written. and excerpts of responses pltis cpitinents on those responses. 



SURVEYS 'AND OPINION 



A survey can be a valiaable research tool if planum carefully. It is a good 
vay to find out facts and the opinions- of individuals and interest groi?>s' in, 
the ocfflinunity. 

AST in the case of ail research projects, if students are trying to find out ' 
scKiething they- really want to know, the jarajiect vd.ll be ji»re successful thah if 
they are answering questions, provided by the fe$acher. ' ' , . 

Assignnent g^ " ' * > 

Have yoiar students conduct a surve^^ or opihicai poll. 

The Process 

■V • * : . . . ■ - ■ ' 

I. First the issues involved ai^ the answers sought must be clarified. It is 
inportant to keep the scc^ of the project within laanagesfcle lixnits. In the 
survey HBntibned above, the g±6\p "could try to find oati^^ . .^^ 

■^-^-iWiat percental of young people (ages 12-22) in the s^rple think 
rnrijuana should be legalized? , ^ , • 

i 

>-^-«hat-are their reasons? ... 

-^—What percentage of young people in the san^le think marijuana shc^ld 
not be legalited? , * _ * 

* ■ 

— ^What are's their reasons? 

■ • ■ ' / ■ ■ ■ • ■ - ■ 

,11. The- next task is to forimilate questions for the survey. 

'*,''•' . < 

A. .The" 'language and vocabulary should be appreciate -for the sanple of 

■ , pecple being surveyed. T^ to pick words that have the same meaning 

for everyone, "Marijuana" would be a better choice than "pot" or "weed. 
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B. All terms should be defii^ clearly arid^jecifically. In the exan5>le, 
■ ' ■ f the words "young" and "legalize" need to be defined clearly. 

C. Avc3id long questions v^iidi may confuse the respor^Si^t^ . 

D. Establish a frame of i^isference.. 

Don't ask ; Should" marijuana be legalized? 

■ Ask ; Should buying marijuana for personal use be against the l^nt? 
*. ^ Should selling marijuana b§' against tHe l£iw? Shoulqt the 

* • - . ■ ' * ■ ' ' 

* ^\^eriinent ffegOlate the sale af inariju^na?,^ • , 
jfe , • E.^JDecide \diether to iKiie a direct or indi3?ect qu^ticsi. 

^ '.. • ■ " ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ • . ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ " 

Direct ; Have ygu snoked marijuana? ^ 

' - • » ■ . . ■ , ■ ' ' 

. Irvlirect ; What, percentage of your friencSs snoke marijuana? '' 

' " ' " ■ ' 0% - 10% ' ' , ' 

■ , ■ ' ' \ • ■ ' ■ ■ 

11% - 30% . \ - ■ 

' - ■ ■ . . . . ■ . ' ' • • , ■ ■ ,;~ 

. ■ " . • ■ -31% .'- 50% ^ , ■ ; .. , 

" • ■ ■■• • '■51% - 75%: ■ '■■ : . c': 

• 76% - 99% . . 

, 100% 

F. Decide* whether the question should be- open or closed. 
, , Open ; Tell me your c|>inion of t}^ followdjig statenent;. 

"Marijuana is harmful to people \*iio smoke it daily. 



) 



Closed ; "Marijuana is harmful to people smoke it .daily," • 
Def initely agree . ,. ' • ^ 

Somewhat agree 



< A 
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Don't know — undecided 

I 19 

Scma^iiat disagree * - 

Definitely dis^ree 

" . ' - 16 - '^^ 




G. Phrase questions so they are not nacsessarily 
Don't Ask; Did yao. graduate frcm hi^ school? 
Rsk. : What is the higi^t grade in school you oaitpleted? 

H. Questions should be lindted to a single idea. 
Don't ask ; Do you think pec^Xe viio use marijuana beccine d^aentSent 

the drug and' lose inte3?est in their responsibilities? 
Ask;* ^ ■ Do you think secae people use nasijuaJia i^^ooiae . 
d^jend^t on Oya dnig? ' 

Do you tMnk sane pec^le useuarijuana lose interest 
in their responsibilities? 

I. Keep the questionnaire anonymous * unless there is a' specific reason 

the students will need the nane of the peraiai answering the 

. ■ ■ - ■ ' . / I • , ■ . ■■ ■ . 

guestionnaire.- , ^ * ~ " 

III, The n^Kt task is to organize the questionnaire, 

A. Start with easy ^^^ue^tions that the person responding to the survey 
will enjoy answering. ~ * 

B. Ttogics and questions shculd be arrange;^ so that th^ rnake^.the most ■ 

- sense tp the person who is answering the surt^ey* . 

■■■ . ■ - ' * 

Ct Open-ended questions ^idi require the mc5st thoi:^ht and writing 

should be kept to a ndniimm.^ Senerally, these shquld be placed at 

the end to assure that the closed questixsns will be answered. 
* ■ ft 

IV. The next\ task- is to adminxater the questionnaire. 

' . ~ V ■ ■ ' ■ . ■ . , ' - ■ . ; 

A. Have the students take the questionnaire tJiansslves and. try it out 
on three or four other people. Ihis will help them pinpoint ocn- 
fusing questions and will indicate approximately how long it takes 
to answer them. 

B. Decide- on a inanageable nuttier of respondents and plan hew they will 

* '' ' • ■ • ■ • - ^ '■ 

be. surveyed^ .20/ 
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C. I4ben flArririisterir^ the gu^txonnalze to a groc^of people the stu- f 
' dents affcninistering the survey shoi:ild intnxauoe, tl'^sji^ves, e3^>lain ■ 

• ti^ rea^dn for the $ur\^, ocRin^t on how the reepcnses will be used 
. £»d vrihether or not the results will be ini^lished after they are oompiled 

D. : Adnini jittering the surviey to -an individual on the street requires dl£- 

fereht strdte^es. Students will have to read the questionnairie 
\ orally afid write the expropriate respoi^ses" iiie sheet as the person 

^ ' answeis .^ When approaching a strangter , the students should introdixse 
th€B[iselves, explain the purpose of th^ survey, and ask the ii^vidual 
» \/^>ether he/she vmld mind spelling a j6eW' minutes to help them ooni- 
plete their project. If the respondent is reluctant, student^, need 
not persist. Also participants ^ould be amrare that their names will 
not be used . • 

If your students wish to poll ti« attituctes of 12-22 year olds, as in the case 
of the exanple above, they will need to find equal niiifoers of pec^le frcm eadi 
age in the grcs:^). Social s-6adies classes at a local college, junior oolle^.. . 
or technical school may provide additional respondents to the sijrvey or c^in- 
ion poll. 

Recdrds of sources^ of resporv^ts st'usuld be kept and details about the sasiple 
should be include^ with the 4ate in any written r^xxtrt arbout t±ie survey. 
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'^his colunin will -contain relevant questions and answers reiated to*consuiEr law, 
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Qgtestion ; ' If you have a cotplaint agairst your attcamey^ which can't 
be settled by agreement you should: ~ a) cotiplain to the. 
governor of your,state, b) forget it, because attorneys 
• never make mistakes,' c) consult your stat6 or local bar . . 

association', or d) jEmnediately file a law suit. 

■ • ' ' . ' ' ■ , ■' ■ " ■ . • 

Answer: c) Atton^s are human and do niake mistakes. Most problens 

that arise between a client' and- a lav^er can be solved by " • ' 
• discussion and agreement. Hcwever, if you have a coisplaiiit 
that cannot .be resolved, you should cai^ult^ y 
local bar association. Such organizations "Mve procedures 
for investigating charges of wrongdoing by attorneys. 

While studying the area of coisuier le^ you and your stuc^ts will probably dis- 
cover areas v^ich you would like to research further or questions ^^u would like 
answered. . Your local Deparb^t of Consuner Affairs is, an excellent resource 
to call upon. . - . . . 

Assignment : ' - - - • 

Pair up your students in teams of two. Eadi student will write a consumer law ■ 
question fo2^ the other student. Circulate all questions and answers to eadi 
nenber of the class and all(^ your students to choose the most appropriate 
questions and answers to siiDjnit to JUst-Us or any other piiilication. 



^ - 
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A review serves three purposes — it is an annouiioanent of a cuitiiral-li^3penirig 
in the catmunity, a sumnairy of the cjontents of the happening a critique. 
it 'lets people know v^at's going on and v^ether or nit it is viorthviiile, ^Re^ 
views my be written of books/ movies, reicoraings, concerts, art exhibits,, pl^s, 

politicaf' rallies and lectures. ^ \ t 

^ I 

Ihe following Ghecklist", describes the varickis ccqjonents a reviewer shoisld in- 
elude in his or her critique of a cultural hajpening: • ^ 

1. Are the contents of thev^bcok^ play, movie, etc. ovitlined mininially but 

^ also enough so readers can determine whether or hot they would be interested? 

2. Did you evaluate the happenir^ in terms of the technique used? For exanple, 

' if a iTDvie was reviewed att^Son should be paid to .scenery, characterization, . 
' ^lot/ dialogue and acting abilities-. , 

3. Was the happening entertainii^; depressing, ^uoational, fun^ boring? . 

"\ ' ■ . - ■ 

■ s • , ■ 

4. Did you like or disXike tte happening? m^l 

Assigmrent : ... - ^ ..^^^ 

1. Have your students read a book or magazine article dealing with a- law-related ; 
issue .and write a review. A^l bpok reviews' written in class can be di:^licated 
and us^ to develop a bibliography of reoonmsnded books. 

2. Have your students look throu^i the entertainment section of the local news- 

paper for a " cultural happening they would be interested in attending. Have 

" . ' /""^ 

them write a paragraph describing what they would e^^^ect to es^rience. / 
After they have attended the event have theni write a review \diich' oojipares 



their ej^jectations with v^at really happened. 
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Ihis section of Jiist-Us describes a factual case or sitiiation ,and outlines 
actual lessen plans that your sti:K3Bnts can teadi to their cwn or>aix>ther 
class. V . f 



1. Assign your stiadents the task of developing a ies^ plan for ''teachi^, 
. a law-related topic. Ihe foUowing is a basic outline - for a lissscai plan:. 

Title of the atopic • , » . 

Ci3jectives . ^*iat is it you want to acooiplish? Viiat do you wapt the 
stucjents— those being ta\#it — to learn or gain froam the experience? 

MatericOs Used ;' {Chal3dx>ard, handcaits, special esdiibits, etc.) 

Teadiing Strategy . How will you present the lesson? What steps are 
involved? -r- ' . . 

■ Evaluation , How will you determine vrfiether or not your objectives have 
. . been net? . . • 

Follow~-up . Will there -be an activity, lesson, quiz, visit from a resource 

persc^ to follow up tba lessort? ^ , 

2. After your stiidents have "peer taught" their l^son have thesn write a short ■ \ 
paragraph describing the experience. ' Select the most appropriate paragy^phCs) 
and submit it with the lesson plan. / ■{ 



■ y 
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yCXJ BE im JUDGE" - A CASE STUDY 

Utiis segn^t will contain, aa^cpen-end^ f^tual or fictional case stucfy^ving . 
to (i) wipi real-life legal situations that affect young people. "Sie caj stu%r 
will be folloh^d by provocative discu^ion guestions . Jt should be developed 
as a classrocKi activity v^ich would iiwolve a,-ocmiiunity resource person vdx3 
vicxild share his or her esqjertise and knowledge with the^cl^s , • 

Assignment ! ' ; ■ 

•Ihere may be areas of law that your students or their friends have had es^Jeri- 
ence vdtH that they find confusing and frvistrating. /Have them write: a factual • 
or fictional 'account of the event. Questions that are raised in the story should 
be included at the end. Ihese. questions coUld inspire students to oond\x:t re- 
seaxxh and interviews whi,ch would lead to the writing of a criminal or civil 
justice feature:. . ' ■ 
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. Tim HIC5f3?S OF YOJUi 

, Uiis. colimn is similar to a "Dear Abby" cqlunm. Students may a^iress questixDns 
concerning their legaa ri^ts to an es^eft in the field. Pertinent questicris 

ftssignnent; ;- . *• 

flsk your stij^ts if thes^ have any qi^tions coiKjerriing their legal rights^ 
Inform tiiem tiat thd.r qi:^tic)ns nay. be anonynoiis^ Possible areas of- co^xn 
might enancipation of iniix)rs, csontracts and responsibilities^ school discipline, 
age of consent, and cilild abijse. ^ 
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. • . ■ ■ , . ' . ■ , . — — , ■ " ■ 

* y ' . * ' ■ • " *. 

•^tetograpJis a^e a good acccnfjaniment to a na^; stusryV A gqod ^:±idn shot can 
dra* a reaider 's attention to a stoxy and claxiify the facts , - •Ac±ion, sliots are ' > 
nuch nDre interesting than "im^ shots" which portray only, a persm's face and^ 

shoulders. However," if tHis type of picture is neec^ the s\±>ject. shoiild.be 

' ■. " . • - ■•• 

asked to look at ^ocal' point atfay from the caiiera lens. When possible, pose 
the si±)ject so it looks like he or shells doing sqnething related to the story. 

m the caption ur^der the picture, id^itify the siJsject in .-fee' photo . If it is 
a girbi:^ picture the pe<^le should i?e idenUfied frcsn left to ri#t with all ^ ^ 
names and titles spelled accurately. If tte picture does not speak for itself 
it will iieed a- descriptive sentence or paragraph . . ^ - 
Artistic illustration^ are another excellent neahs hjy which to depict ah issue, 

event and opinicsi^^ .- . 

» ■ ■ ' . . . 

fissigHment: . 

Have sti:dents with an interest in photography oar illustration team up with stu- 
dent writers: to do a feature story. Stutots could also develop a j^tographic 
or illustrative catpositi^ \^ich describes the various processes within the 

■ ■ * ■ 

judicial syst<an, for exaitple, arrest ^ the booking procedure, the intake ^sro- 
cess at a prison, the steps in a trial, etc. 



Encourage your stix3ents . ti^* their . ^ classrocm 

gaiifis v?hich relate to . the content area tiie^ are stutfying. 

assigigtent ; • ' . > ' 

Crossword Puzzle , ^ta^ts wiU -grs^i paper to cccplet^ this assigjmieHt. 
Hkve thenv choose at least twenty (20) words that r^ate to tl^ concept of crim- 
inal or civi3,^3eper^ing on ^t yc^'are studying. They should then define these 
VJOids. Ihey will then plot thou on.the pSper aftd dewlop a crossword puzzle. • 
It is helpful to start with the longest word first arKi place it_ in the middle - 
of the page allowir^ the other words to "grew" fron it. Ttie resultant puzzles . 
in^ be shared with students in other classes an<Vor piialished. 
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Hunorous stories ai^ cartocsis ar6 good'neans by which to eapress a political ^ 

» ' • ■ • ■ • . ' '. 

viewt»int ar^i cpiiiion ocaicerning current events. * ^ 

* 

Assiymaiit ; . . ' • 

lnstruc± your stuaents to look at satpXes of cartoons iii the editc^al sectiDh 
of the local newspaper and. to notice how the cartoons portray; the'jifsical 
features of the enviroment and proiiinent people in the na^. Ask then to pick 
an issije.v^ch concerns them and dev^op a cartoon or picture. Ohe front page 
of the p^ser is a i^ood place to find an is§ue. 
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groiaair guideijnes . • 

" jUST-US -IS YOU ' . ' . ■ ' 

■ ■ , .. ^ V . - ■ ' . 

JUST-US is a youth newspaper writtai by and for stiadents yino are studying the 
justice system in the IMited States. During\^ school^year, apprasdmately 
eight issuss containing articles and features develc^Jed, by stiadaits will be pub- 
lished and distriJDUted to law-related Education classes in thirteen different 
states— Califomia, Conr^cticut, IllirKi»is, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Mixiiigan, New 
yoric, Virginia, North Carolina, Mississi^i, Minnesota » Wiscjcaisin, and lisaisiana. 
Wfe encourage you to sitenit materials «to iJUSr-US for publicaticsi* iSiese guidelines 
should' give you scne idea of ways you oquld be a contributor, 

"ioa may contribute news itesiB to Jl^-rUS in any or all of the following categories 
Vkien deciding vliicii materials will be silmtted consider whether or not the materi- 
als have national ^^seal. For exanple, an article on the marriage of the hi^ 
school principal to the C34ef of PClic^ would not be of naticxial interest. A 
story about an* innovative delinquency prevention program in your county would have 
a greater chance of being published. An article you send to JUST-US maQ^ not be 
considered for publication when you siisni^it. Because of the relevance of ybiar 
article to a specific tcpic, it may be incliided in a later issue. 
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The following is a general list of c^t^gorie^ of <^tfibutions 
sixjuld guide ^5Du bat ix>t restrirt If- you have aii i{^Arfhiicii| 

seem to -fit anyvihere here, but does matdi the focus -and tone of ,Ji 
please send it . JUl pa^. lengtiis^ Ir^i^ to 8^5" x 11" 

spaced, t^^pewritten pages, en offie side of the .page cnly. 

*' - '* * » ' * * * * ■ * ,' 




Criminal Jiistioe or civil Jus^tice Feature - a 3-5 pa^, article vrfiicfi focaiises 
on a specific aspect of the criminal or "civil justice system. Sanple 
objects: a crime frcm the, victim's point of view, an interview with a juve- 
nile oDurt ju<^, ^l±e ijnpact of Title 3^ on high school athletic programs/ . 
a lock at a cJorporpitiGii and cwr^ Ipy teena^rs. Make your article a& 
detailed and specific as ycai c^n. lSfo *inat:ter how ^neral the legal jirea-. 
that your article tdiK±i§s , the ariticie. itself must be narrowed down to • 
specific exain^les in oitfer to be interesting ~td your audionce. ^ , . 

Fictian Feature - 3-5 ^g^e shq>irt stories, vignettes, character sketciies 
and tales which are? reflated irivtheittfor^ subject matter , to justice and the 
law. Don't overlook/the"^ areas of' science fiction and fantasy literature 
vihxch offer great opportunities to es^lore justice and the law from different 
perspectives. • • 

News^torles - 3-5 pages; strictly informative stating the facts suinMunding 
the incicSts and should include the answers to who, v^y, where, when am hew 
it occurred. 

^aitorials - 1-2 page statenent of personal opinion in which you discos 
or interpret 'an event,, 'issue or happenjj^. Be sure to select a sii)ject > 
which will be law-^related- aid of interest to a nationwide audience. Si:?^rt 
your general statements of opinion with specific reasons arid facts . 

Interviews - 2-3 pages^wtite to or speak witS someor^ who is an authority 
on a law-related subj^± (prison adninistrator, pcciaation^ officer, judge, 
congressman, prison ininate, eonsuner advocate, etc.). Request specific 
infonnation or the answers to specific questions from him or. her. Submit 
your letter "and or the questions and answers you receive to Just-Us. 

Surveys and C^inion Polls - 2 pages; a survey can be a valuable research 
tool and depending on the questicsis you include, can be of interest to 
Just-Us readers. Your teacher has mterials on hew to conduct a siKvsey. 

Cdhsimsr Law Coliam - 1-3 pages; your purpose here will be to ediK^ate axvi 
inform your r^aderi" of their rights and/or responsibilities as oonstniers. 
In illustrating "the point you are trying to inake, you ^lould choose specific 
exaitples and write about them in detail. Sanple subjects: What can we do 
to raise the quality of t.v. prograninir^ How (iDes shoplifting raise the 
prices we pay for things? 
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Bddt .alx3 Filin Iteviews - i:p tQ 1 pager: write" yo^ xevi^' sssixccLng that your 
rt&t^r has OQt read tdie booJc or see^ the npvie, Vour own qpin^ 
be a part of your review and- should be si?3porte4 with reasons 'abd exanplee. • 
*It is not jTecessary" (or advisable) in a . review of ( thi^ k^x^ to t«|l the 
,,ehtire stery of the bobk or ' . ' . , . - - 

Teach It ~ 2-4 pa^; as a port of your course of stu^ this, year, you have; 

been given tbe opportunity to teach kids ypijr own age or *yd«hger . If you 
^have ctesigned inaterials far^ this kii^ of tea<2hing vMch have .been e 
; vie'd liJce to publish vthe^n. %3up jesson p3.an should be easily understood 
, by the pea:sdn. \^ ,' 

You^ Be 1^ Jiidge-A Case S tudty - an op^-^^aided factual or f icticnai case study 
followed by discussion questlcn? to be used with a odnmanity^ resource es^rt 
in class. • ' • * • • ' 

" ■ • ., ■ . ■ ^ ■ ■■ ■ ' . . / 

The Rig^Tt^ of ^ Ycmth -r students my a^dgress qpesticns cohoerning the ri^ts . 
of young pec^jle to an isxpekt iji tihe field «i\o will be responsible for this 
colurai. Bertinent .questions ab3 answers will be 




Photographs - You my want to sufcmit to acconpS^ a s^^*^ have ? 

. vnfitten. Action shc^ are prefer^le to "mug shots'*.^ In tn^ca^SKLcn lihder 
the; picture identify the st4>ject of your photo.. If you' have\i groups picture, 
idehti:^ the people f rein le^ to ri^t, spelling all names and titles accur ^ 
rately; ^'-ij-A-^':-:':;-'''' ■ ^ 

If you are- a photographer, you nay wish to si^Rdt a pbptographic essay, a 
. grdvp of photos which tell a 'stoiy or naJce a point with little or no text. 

' '■' ■ 

All photcs should be black and \M.te, glossy and at least; 3" x 5". Tape 
' the caption to the bottom v^te edge of - thevptpto. Protect the photo fe>r 

mailing with cardbcsard backing cn botii sides, ffcudc the otitside of the ' 

^nveli^ "Fragile". ^ 

Pazzles, G^nes, Brain Iteasers - cypossword puzzles, doiiDle crosticSt word 
games, etc, using words found in tSie stud/ of justicse and the law. Logical 
prdbleitis and ooniinciruns are also accepted, (Sanple: There was a single eye- 
witness to a murder testified against the ntirderer. Her testimony was 
"donvinqing and the imarder^r was convicted of first degree murder. Ihe jvacy. 
sentenced the convicted murderer to be executed, but there, was no way the 
juc^ could ever order the sentence to be carried out, even thou^ the 
imrderer was alive. The murderer was'then set free. Wny? (Anstfer: the 
mLirderer was a*Sianese twin). 

Cartocns - Htitior - 1-3 frasves based on law-related situation or themes; 
jokes-, one-liners, qillps, puns ,- anecdotes from 1 line to 1 paragraph in 
length . • « ■ ' 



Socae General Rewunders ^ ^ 

Contributions nfeed not be piec^ of writing- you ,have written just for the 
purpose of sendiiig to Just-US . dan he thii^ you have writte^ for your 

class. Biey also need not be the work of a single writer. Oroi^ or class ' 
projebts. may also be svfcinitted. 

Before siixnitting a piece of writing, try it out on seme students in your class. 
Ask theiii to tell i^u,v^t parts of your article they think are good and v4uch * 
parts need woik. Ask ^ specific constructive critician. Taking this kind of 
criticism isn't always easy, but it usually ijijproves the quality of me 's writing. 

. , . . . <• 

All material siSsnitted nwst be the work of the person or persons v^iose namB(s) 
is/are on it. If you have quoted Soneone, make certain the name is sffelled 
accurately and include ainy relevant information such as the person's profession 
and location. If you quote information from a bock or .any other written material, 
iBe qtaotation marks and footnote the scairc^ quoted. (Your teacher can help you 
with footnote form.) 

Sitolt articles on 2h" x 11" white paper. Ohe^ should be typed (dotble-spaoad . 

with 1" margins) or printed legibly (write on every other line) . Do not writ:e 

or type cai the ba^ of -the paper. Nvnber eadi page ar^ write '*Ehe at the 

end of the article. In the i:?3per left-hand corner of e^ page inclixie: your 

name, your teacher's name^ your school, city, and state. Hiotographs should be 

identified with the photography's name, teacher's name, school, city, ar^ .state. 

. (f Send caitributicns: Editor of JtJST-US 
3 ODnstitutional Ri^ts Foundation 

6310 Sah Vicente Blvd. ^ 

Los Angeles, CA 90048 

All materials siixnitted ^ecore the prc¥>erty of the Constitutiaial Ri^ts Fcunda- 

ticn and will not be retumed.^^A^ iraterials pttolished will be, oc^ri^ted by 

the Constitutional Ri^ts Foundation. . , • 
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